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Foundational Theme - How to Serve the Lord with All Our Strength
Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD:

And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, 

and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.

Deuteronomy 6:4-5
INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOKS OF 1AND 2CHRONICLES
Study Notes on the Holy Scriptures supports the view of the verbal, plenary inspiration of the biblical text of the Holy Scriptures, meaning that every word originally written down by the authors in the sixty-six books of the Holy Canon were God-breathed when recorded by men, and that the Scriptures are therefore inerrant and infallible. Any view less than this contradicts the testimony of the Holy Scriptures themselves. For this reason, the Holy Scriptures contain both divine attributes and human attributes. While textual criticism engages with the variant readings of the biblical text, acknowledging its human attributes, faith in His Word acknowledges its divine attributes. These views demand the adherence of mankind to the supreme authority of the Holy Scriptures above all else. The Holy Scriptures can only be properly interpreted by the guidance of the Holy Spirit, an aspect of biblical scholarship that is denied by liberal views, causing much misunderstanding and misinterpretation of the Holy Scriptures.

The Message of the Books of 1,2Chronicles- The books of 1,2Chronicles are narrative literature that abounds with long lists of names and genealogies. We might ask the redemptive purpose such a list of names. The Lord spoke to Greg Mohr and said, "Every name has an inheritance in Me, and everyone who has an inheritance is worth naming in My Word." 1] Each of the names in 1,2Chronicles reflects God's blessings upon mankind in some form or the other. 

1] Greg Mohr, "Sermon," Calvary Cathedral International, Fort Worth, Texas, 27 July 2011.

In addition, Helen Milton makes the interesting observation that the phrase in Matthew's genealogy "and from David until the carrying away into Babylon are fourteen generations" ( Matthew 1:17) reflects the narrative material found in the two books of Chronicles. Although the books open with lengthy genealogies and close with a brief comment concerning Israel's return from their captivity during the reign of King Cyrus, these books offer narrative history from the beginning to the end of Israel's kingdom, a period noted in the opening genealogy of Matthew's Gospel as divinely orchestrated by God. Thus, the author of Chronicles viewed this period of Jewish History as divinely significant to Israel's redemption. 2] Despite man's failures recorded in the historical books of Chronicles, God's grace abounded upon mankind throughout his redemptive history.

2] Helen Milton, "The Structure of the Prologue to St. Matthew's Gospel," in Journal of Biblical Literature 812 (June 1962): 175.

Introductory Material- The introduction to the books of 1,2Chronicles will deal with its historical setting, literary style, and theological framework. 3] These three aspects of introductory material will serve as an important foundation for understanding God's message to us today from these divinely inspired books of the Holy Scriptures. 

3] Someone may associate these three categories with Hermann Gunkel's well-known three-fold approach to form criticism when categorizing the genre found within the book of Psalm: (1) "a common setting in life," (2) "thoughts and mood," (3) "literary forms." In addition, the Word Biblical Commentary uses "Form/Structure/Setting" preceding each commentary section. Although such similarities were not intentional, but rather coincidental, the author was aware of them and found encouragement from them when assigning the three-fold scheme of historical setting, literary style, and theological framework to his introductory material. See Hermann Gunkel, The Psalm: A Form-Critical Introduction, trans. Thomas M. Horner, in Biblical Series, vol 19, ed. John Reumann (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: Fortress Press, 1967), 10; see also Word Biblical Commentary, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard, and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas, Texas: Word Incorporated, 1989-2007).

HISTORICAL SETTING
"We dare not divorce our study from understanding the historical setting of every passage of Scripture 

if we are going to come to grips with the truth and message of the Bible." 

(J. Hampton Keathley) 4]

4] J. Hampton Keathley, III, "Introduction and Historical Setting for Elijah," (Bible.org) [on-line]; accessed 23May 2012; available from http://bible.org/seriespage/introduction-and-historical-setting-elijah; Internet.

Each book of the Holy Scriptures is cloaked within a unique historical setting. An examination of this setting is useful in the interpretation of the book because it provides the context of the passage of Scripture under examination. The section on the historical setting of the books of 1,2Chronicles will provide a discussion on its title, historical background, authorship, date and place of writing, recipients, and occasion. This discussion supports the Jewish tradition that Ezra the scribe was the most likely author of the books of 1,2Chronicles.

I. The Title
There are a number of ancient titles associated with the two books of Chronicles. 

A. The Ancient Jewish Title "Record of Days" - The books of 1,2Chronicles was originally one book. Origen tells us that Chronicle s was known by the ancient Jewish title " δαβρὴ À ϊαμὶμ ," 5] a transliteration of ( הימים דברי), pronounced "Dibh"re Hayyamim" and meaning, "Record of Days," 6] "Book of the Events of the Time," 7] or simplified to "Diaries," 8] Jerome recognized this title in his Prologus Galeatus. 9] This ancient Hebrew title ( הימים דברי) can still be found in the modern, standard work Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia. 10]

5] See PG v 20, Colossians 581A.

6] Eusebius writes, "of the Chronicles, the First and Second in one, Dabreiamein, that Isaiah , ‘Records of days';" (Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History 6252) Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History, trans. Arthur C. McGiffert under the title The Church History of Eusebius, in A Select Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, A New Series, vol 1, eds. Henry Wace and Philip Schaff (Oxford: Parker and Company, c 1890, 1905), 272.

7] C. F. Keil, The Books of Chronicles, in Biblical Commentary on the Old Testament (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1872), 9.

8] Henry B. Swete, An Introduction to Old Testament in Greek (Cambridge: University Press, 1902), 215-216.

9] See Jerome's preface to the book of Kings, also called the Prologus Galeatus (NPN 2v 6.

10] Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia, eds. A. Alt, O. Eifelt, P. Kahle, and R. Kittle (Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelstiftung, c 1967-77).

B. The Ancient LXX Title "Omissions" - The division of Chronicles into two separate books took place when the Old Testament was translated into the LXX. 11] The LXX used the Greek title " παραλειπομένων " for these two books, which means, "Omissions," that Isaiah , "things that were left out." From this Greek title the Vulgate transliterates the book's title as "Paralipomenon." 12] Henry Swete and George Gray believe the Greek titles of the Old Testament are "of Alexandrian and pre-Christian origin." 13] Melito, bishop of Sardis (d. c 190) used this Greek title in his list of the Old Testament canon. 14] Swete says these ancient Greek titles are found to vary in ancient Greek codices of the Bible, one such example being " παραλειπομένων τῶν βασιλειῶν ἰούδα." Jerome refers to the book using its Latin name "Paralipomenon" on a number of occasions. 15]

11] C. F. Keil, The Books of Chronicles, in Biblical Commentary on the Old Testament (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1872), 9.

12] Biblia Sacra juxta Vulgatam Clementinam (Ed. electronica), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc, 2005).

13] Henry B. Swete, An Introduction to Old Testament in Greek (Cambridge: University Press, 1902), 214-215; George B. Gray, A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on Numbers , in The International Critical Commentary on the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, eds. Charles A. Briggs, Samuel R. Driver, and Alfred Plummer (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1903), xxi.

14] Eusebius writes, "‘I learned accurately the books of the Old Testament, and send them to thee as written below. Their names are as follows: Of Moses, five books: Genesis ,, Exodus ,, Numbers ,, Leviticus , Deuteronomy; Jesus Nave, Judges , Ruth; of Kings, four books; of Chronicles, two; the Psalm of David; the Proverbs of Song of Solomon , Wisdom also, Ecclesiastes ,, Song of Solomon , Job; of Prophets, Isaiah , Jeremiah; of the twelve prophets, one book; Daniel ,, Ezekiel , Esdras. From which also I have made the extracts, dividing them into six books.' Such are the words of Melito." Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History 42614, trans. Arthur C. McGiffert under the title The Church History of Eusebius, in A Select Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, A New Series, vol 1, eds. Henry Wace and Philip Schaff, (Oxford: Parker and Company, c 1890, 1905), 206.

15] Jerome writes, "The same conduct is in the Chronicles [Paralopomenon] attributed to Prayer of Manasseh , and in the book of the prophet Jonah to Nineveh, and in the gospel to the publican." (Epistle to Oceanus 774) (PLv 22, Colossians 693) (NPN 2v 6) He also mentions the book by the name "Paralipomenon" in his Synopsis Divinae Bibliothecae (see PLv 28, Colossians 175).

C. The Modern English Title "Chronicles" - Today, English bibles use the title "Chronicles," which finds its origin the fact that Jerome better described this book as a "chronicon" by referring first to its Hebrew title, then to its Greek title, thus, establishing the tradition of the title "Chronicles." 16]

16] In his preface to the book of Kings, also called the Prologus Galeatus, Jerome writes, "…the seventh, Dabre Aiamim, that Isaiah , Words of Days, which we may more expressively call a chronicle [chronicon] of the whole of the sacred history, the book that amongst us is called First and Second Chronicles[Paralopomenon]…" (Prefaces to the Books of the Vulgate Version of the Old Testament) (NPN 2v 6). See C. F. Keil, The Books of Chronicles, in Biblical Commentary on the Old Testament (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1872), 10.

II. Historical Background
A. The Source of Historical Material Recorded in the Books of Chronicles- Many other royal chronicles were written during this period in history by the kings of other nations ( Esther 10:2).

Esther 10:2, "And all the acts of his power and of his might, and the declaration of the greatness of Mordecai, whereunto the king advanced him, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Media and Persia?"

III. Authorship
A. Internal Evidence - 
B. External Evidence- If we look outside of biblical literature for clues to authorship and into other ancient Jewish literature from which much Jewish tradition is found, the Babylonian Talmud says that Ezra wrote his book and Chronicles, and Nehemiah ben Chachalyah finished his work.

"And who wrote all the books? Moses wrote his book and a portion of Bil'am , xxii.], and Job. Jehoshua wrote his book and the last eight verses of the Pentateuch beginning: "And Moses, the servant of the Lord, died." Samuel wrote his book, Judges , and Ruth. David wrote Psalm , with the assistance of ten elders, viz.: Adam the First, Malachi Zedek, Abraham, Moses, Hyman, Jeduthun, Asaph, and the three sons of Korach. Jeremiah wrote his book, Kings, and Lamentations. King Hezekiah and his company wrote Isaiah ,, Proverbs ,, Song of Solomon , and Ecclesiastes. The men of the great assembly wrote Ezekiel , the Twelve Prophets, Daniel , and the Book of Esther. Ezra wrote his book, and Chronicles the order of all generations down to himself. [This may be a support to Rabh's theory, as to which, R. Jehudah said in his name, that Ezra had not ascended from Babylon to Palestine until he wrote his genealogy.] And who finished Ezra's book? Nehemiah ben Chachalyah." (Babylonian Talmud, Tract Baba Bathra (Last Gate), 1.Mishna 5) 17]

17] Michael L. Rodkinson, New Edition of the Babylonian Talmud, vol 13 (New York: New Talmud Publishing Company, 1902), 45.

IV. Date
There are a number of passages within the book of 1,2Chronicles that helps in dating this writing.

A. Internal Evidence- 
1. References to the Babylonian Captivity - The books of Chronicles contain references to the Babylonian Captivity.

1 Chronicles 5:22, "For there fell down many slain, because the war was of God. And they dwelt in their steads until the captivity."

1 Chronicles 5:26, "And the God of Israel stirred up the spirit of Pul king of Assyria, and the spirit of Tilgathpilneser king of Assyria, and he carried them away, even the Reubenites, 

and the Gadites, and the half tribe of Prayer of Manasseh , and brought them unto Halah, and Habor, and Hara, and to the river Gozan, unto this day.

1 Chronicles 6:15, "And Jehozadak went into captivity, when the LORD carried away Judah and Jerusalem by the hand of Nebuchadnezzar."

1 Chronicles 9:1, "So all Israel were reckoned by genealogies; and, behold, they were written in the book of the kings of Israel and Judah, who were carried away to Babylon for their transgression."

2. References to the Return of the Jews from Babylonian Captivity - The books of Chronicles contain references to the return of the Jews from Babylonian Captivity. 

a) Note the late chronology of David's descendants in 1 Chronicles 3:17-24, who were born during and after the Babylonian Captivity. For example, Zerubbabel led in the return of the deportation from Babylon to Jerusalem. 

b) The book of 2Chronicles ends with mentions the return of Israel from the Babylonian captivity under the decree of Cyprus, king of Persia, which took place in 536 B.C. ( 2 Chronicles 36:22-23):

3. The Phrase "Unto this Day" - Note the phrase, "Unto this day" used throughout the books of 1,2Chronicles.

1 Chronicles 4:41, "And these written by name came in the days of Hezekiah king of Judah, and smote their tents, and the habitations that were found there, and destroyed them utterly unto this day, and dwelt in their rooms: because there was pasture there for their flocks."

1 Chronicles 4:43, "And they smote the rest of the Amalekites that were escaped, and dwelt there unto this day."

1 Chronicles 5:26, "And the God of Israel stirred up the spirit of Pul king of Assyria, and the spirit of Tilgathpilneser king of Assyria, and he carried them away, even the Reubenites, and the Gadites, and the half tribe of Prayer of Manasseh , and brought them unto Halah, and Habor, and Hara, and to the river Gozan, unto this day."

2 Chronicles 5:9, "And they drew out the staves of the ark, that the ends of the staves were seen from the ark before the oracle; but they were not seen without. And there it is unto this day."

2 Chronicles 8:8, "But of their children, who were left after them in the land, whom the children of Israel consumed not, them did Solomon make to pay tribute until this day."

2 Chronicles 10:19, "And Israel rebelled against the house of David unto this day."

2 Chronicles 20:26, "And on the fourth day they assembled themselves in the valley of Berachah; for there they blessed the LORD: therefore the name of the same place was called, The valley of Berachah, unto this day."

2 Chronicles 21:10, "So the Edomites revolted from under the hand of Judah unto this day. The same time also did Libnah revolt from under his hand; because he had forsaken the LORD God of his fathers."

2 Chronicles 35:25, "And Jeremiah lamented for Josiah: and all the singing men and the singing women spake of Josiah in their lamentations to this day, and made them an ordinance in Israel: and, behold, they are written in the lamentations."

B. External Evidence - We find references to the books of Chronicles in extra-biblical literature.

1. The Book of Sirach Refers to 1Chronicles- J. Barton Payne believes that the book of Sirach (200 B.C.) "draws on" 1 Chronicles 23-29, so that the Chronicles must have been written at an earlier date. 18]

18] J. Barton Payne, Ezra -, Nehemiah , in The Expositor's Bible Commentary, vol 4, eds. Frank E. Gaebelien, J. D. Douglas, Dick Polcyn (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Pub. House, 1976-1992), in Zondervan Reference Software, v 28 [CD-ROM] (Grand Rapids, MI: The Zondervan Corp, 1989-2001), "Introduction: 6. Date."

Sirach 47:8-10, "In all his works he praised the Holy One most high with words of glory; with his whole heart he sung Song of Solomon , and loved him that made him. He set singers also before the altar, that by their voices they might make sweet melody, and daily sing praises in their songs. He beautified their feasts, and set in order the solemn times until the end, that they might praise his holy name, and that the temple might sound from morning. The Lord took away his sins, and exalted his horn for ever: he gave him a covenant of kings, and a throne of glory in Israel."

V. Recipients
VI. Occasion
LITERARY STYLE (GENRE)
"Perhaps the most important issue in interpretation is the issue of genre. 

If we misunderstand the genre of a text, the rest of our analysis will be askew."

(Thomas Schreiner) 19]

19] Thomas R. Schreiner, Interpreting the Pauline Epistles, second edition (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Academic, c 1990, 2011), 11.

Within the historical setting of the Kingdom of Israel, the author of the books of 1,2Chronicles chose to write using the literary style of the historical narrative. Thus, the books of 1,2Chronicles is assigned to the literary genre called "historical narrative literature." 

A. Emphasis Upon the Davidic Lineage- The genealogies of the first nine books of 1Chronicles place emphasis on the lineage of David. Throughout the books of Chronicles more emphasis is given to the kings of Judah than to the kings of northern Israel. 

B. Emphasis Upon the Office of the Prophet- 1,2Kings place emphasis on the office of the prophets, while Chronicles gives less emphasis to the ministry of the prophets.

C. Emphasis Upon Temple Worship- The books of 1,2Chronicles place much emphasis on the Temple and Israelite worship. 

THEOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK
"Scholarly excellence requires a proper theological framework." 

(Andreas Ksenberger) 20]

20] Andreas J. Ksenberger, Excellence: The Character of God and the Pursuit of Scholarly Virtue (Wheaton, Illinois: Crossway, 2011), 161.

Based upon the historical setting and literary style of the books of 1,2Chronicles, an examination of the purpose, thematic scheme, and literary structure to this book of the Holy Scriptures will reveal its theological framework. This introductory section will sum up its theological framework in the form of an outline, which is then used to identify smaller units or pericopes within the books of 1,2Chronicles for preaching and teaching passages of Scripture while following the overriding message of the book. Following this outline allows the minister of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to take his followers on a spiritual journey that brings them to the same destination that the author intended his readers to reach.

VII. Purpose
VIII. Themtic Scheme
The prophecy by Hannah in 1 Samuel 2:1-10 reflects the theme of the books of Samuel, Kings and Chronicles. God lifts up the humble men or nations and brings the proud low.

IX. Literary Structure
X. Outline of Book
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01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-54 

1 Chronicles 1:7 And the sons of Javan; Elishah, and Tarshish, Kittim, and Dodanim.
1 Chronicles 1:7 — Word Study on "Dodanim" - The Hebrew text reads "Rodaniym" ( רֹודָנִים) in 1 Chronicles 1:7, but it is spelled "Dodaniym" ( דֹּדָנִים) (H 1721) in the KJV. This is considered by many scholars to be an orthographical error, where a scribe accidentally wrote the Hebrew letter daleth ( ד) instead of resh ( ר). The error obviously occurred because the two letters are very similar in shape. Its parallel passage in Genesis 10:4 also spells the word as "Dodaniym" ( דֹּדָנִים), just as it is written in the Hebrew text.

Genesis 10:4, "And the sons of Javan; Elishah, and Tarshish, Kittim, and Dodanim."

Because of the tremendous reverence that the Jews gave the Hebrew Scriptures, they feared to correct the text even when it was an obvious scribal error. Therefore, any corrections of recognized errors were made in the margin or footnote of the text, while the misspelled words were retained within in the text. 1 Chronicles 1:7 is a classic example of this retention of an altered text.

Because the LXX, the Samaritan Pentateuch and some of the manuscripts of the Masoretic Text read "Rhodians" in both passages (Gesenius), many scholars believe that the correct form should read "Rodanim," which denotes the inhabitants of the island of Rhodes. However, most manuscripts of the Masoretic Text read "Dodanim." Regardless of the interpretation, everyone agrees that this refers to the Rhodians.

Some modern translations take the liberty to correct the reading of 1 Corinthians 1:7, such as the NIV.

NIV, "The sons of Javan: Elishah, Tarshish, the Kittim and the Rodanim."

1 Chronicles 1:18 And Arphaxad begat Shelah, and Shelah begat Eber.
1 Chronicles 1:18 — Word Study on "Shelah" - Hebrew ( שֶׁלַח) (H 7974) - PTW says the name "Shelah" means "peace." Strong says this word is derived from the primitive root ( שָׁלַח) (H 7971), which means, "to send." 

1 Chronicles 1:19 And unto Eber were born two sons: the name of the one was Peleg; because in his days the earth was divided: and his brother"s name was Joktan.
1 Chronicles 1:19 — Word Study on "Peleg" - Gesenius says the Hebrew name "Peleg" "pehleg" ( פֶּלֶג) (H 6389) means, "division, part." Strong says it means, "earthquake." The TWOT says it means, "divide." The ISBE says that the Aramaic word "pelagh" and the Arabic word "phalaj" both mean "division." 21] The Enhanced Strong says this word is found 7 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "Peleg 7."

21] S. F. Hunter, "Peleg," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-55 

1 Chronicles 2:13-17 — Comments- The Descendents of Jesse- Note Jesse"s descendents:

Jesse begat Eliab, Abinadab, Shinma, Nethaneel, Raddai, Ozem, David, Zeruiah, Abigail. Zeruiah begat Abishai, Joab, Asahel. Abigail married Jether (Ithra) and begat Amasa ( 2 Samuel 17:25).

2 Samuel 17:25, "And Absalom made Amasa captain of the host instead of Joab: which Amasa was a man"s Song of Solomon , whose name was Ithra an Israelite, that went in to Abigail the daughter of Nahash, sister to Zeruiah Joab"s mother."

03 Chapter 3 
04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-40 

The Genealogy of the Twelve Sons of Israel - 1 Chronicles 4-8 gives a brief chronology of the twelve sons of Israel. However, there appears to be no certain order in listing these twelve children of Jacob, although a reference is made to Reuben"s genealogy being listed out of the order of birthright ( 1 Chronicles 5:1).

1 Chronicles 5:1, "Now the sons of Reuben the firstborn of Israel, (for he was the firstborn; but, forasmuch as he defiled his father"s bed, his birthright was given unto the sons of Joseph the son of Israel: and the genealogy is not to be reckoned after the birthright."

The genealogies are listed in the following order:

Judah — 1 Chronicles 4:1-23
Simeon — 1 Chronicles 4:24-43
Reuben — 1 Chronicles 5:1-10
Gad — 1 Chronicles 5:11-22
Manasseh (east) — 1 Chronicles 5:23-26
Levi — 1 Chronicles 6:1-81
Issachar — 1 Chronicles 7:1-5
Benjamin — 1 Chronicles 7:6-12
Naphtali — 1 Chronicles 7:13
Manasseh (west) — 1 Chronicles 7:14-19
Ephraim — 1 Chronicles 7:20-28
Asher — 1 Chronicles 7:30-40
Note that the tribes of Dan and Zebulun are not listed in these chapters.

If we compare the order of their births, we find that these genealogies in 1Chronicles were not listed by order of birth:

1. Leah Reuben

2. Leah Simeon

3. Leah Levi

4. Leah Judah

5. Bilhah Dan

6. Bilhah Naphtali

7. Zilpah Gad

8. Zilpah Asher

9. Leah Issachar

10. Leah Zebulun

11. Rachel Joseph (Manasseh and Ephraim)

12. Rachel Benjamin



Verses 1-43 

1 Chronicles 4:1 The sons of Judah; Pharez, Hezron, and Carmi, and Hur, and Shobal. 
1 Chronicles 4:1 — "The sons of Judah" - Comments- Comments- From 2 Chronicles 2:3-4, the author explains that Judah had five sons, Er, Onan, Shelah and Pharez and Zerah. Therefore, the phrase in 1 Chronicles 4:1, "sons of Judah," is referring to the posterity of Judah in the line of Pharez. Pharez begat Hezron; Hezron begat Carmi (Chelubai or Caleb); Caleb begat Hur; Hur begat Caleb; Caleb begat Shobal.

1 Chronicles 4:1 — "Pharez" - Comments- The Hebrew name "Pharez" ( פֶּרֶץ) (H 6557) is also spelled Perez, or Phares in the KJV. He is the son of Judah ( 1 Chronicles 2:4).

1 Chronicles 2:4, "And Tamar his daughter in law bare him Pharez and Zerah. All the sons of Judah were five."

1 Chronicles 4:1 — "Hezron" - Comments- The Hebrew name "Hezron" ( חֶצְרוֹן) (H 2696) refers to the son of Pharez ( 1 Chronicles 2:5).

1 Chronicles 2:5, "The sons of Pharez; Hezron, and Hamul."

1 Chronicles 4:1 — Word Study on "Carmi" - Strong says the Hebrew name "Carmi" ( כַּרְמִי) (H 3756) means "gardener." Scholars believe that Carmi is also called both Chelubai and Caleb. Since it was Caleb that begat Hur, Carmi must also be Caleb, who is in the lineage of Judah. The Scriptural evidence for this conclusion is:

1. Because Chelubai was the son of Hezron ( 1 Chronicles 2:9).

1 Chronicles 2:9, "The sons also of Hezron, that were born unto him; Jerahmeel, and Ram, and Chelubai."

2. Because Caleb was the son of Hezron ( 1 Chronicles 2:18).

1 Chronicles 2:18, "And Caleb the son of Hezron begat children of Azubah his wife, and of Jerioth: her sons are these; Jesher, and Shobab, and Ardon."

3. Because Caleb was the brother of Jerahmeel ( 1 Chronicles 2:42).

1 Chronicles 2:42, "Now the sons of Caleb the brother of Jerahmeel were, Mesha his firstborn, which was the father of Ziph; and the sons of Mareshah the father of Hebron."

1 Chronicles 4:1 — "Hur" - Comments- The Hebrew name "Hur" ( חוּר) (H 2354) refers to the son of Caleb ( 1 Chronicles 2:19).

1 Chronicles 2:19, "And when Azubah was dead, Caleb took unto him Ephrath, which bare him Hur."

1 Chronicles 4:1 — "Shobal" - Comments- The Hebrew name "Shobal" ( שׁוֹבָל) (H 7732) refers to the son of the second Caleb, who was the son of Hur ( 1 Chronicles 2:50).

1 Chronicles 2:50, "These were the sons of Caleb the son of Hur, the firstborn of Ephratah; Shobal the father of Kirjathjearim,"

1 Chronicles 4:2 And Reaiah the son of Shobal begat Jahath; and Jahath begat Ahumai, and Lahad. These are the families of the Zorathites. 
1 Chronicles 4:2 — "Reaiah" - Comments- Reaiah is the same individual as Haroeh ( 1 Chronicles 2:52).

1 Chronicles 2:52, "And Shobal the father of Kirjathjearim had sons; Haroeh, and half of the Manahethites."

1 Chronicles 4:2 — "These are the families of the Zorathites" - Scripture References- Note:

Joshua 15:33, "And in the valley, Eshtaol, and Zoreah, and Ashnah,"

Judges 13:25, "And the Spirit of the LORD began to move him at times in the camp of Dan between Zorah and Eshtaol."

1 Chronicles 2:53-54, "And the families of Kirjathjearim; the Ithrites, and the Puhites, and the Shumathites, and the Mishraites; of them came the Zareathites, and the Eshtaulites. The sons of Salma; Bethlehem, and the Netophathites, Ataroth, the house of Joab, and half of the Manahethites, the Zorites."

1 Chronicles 4:3 And these were of the father of Etam; Jezreel, and Ishma, and Idbash: and the name of their sister was Hazelelponi: 
1 Chronicles 4:3 — "Etam" - Comments- Etam was a place located in Judah ( 2 Chronicles 11:10), not far from Zorah ( Judges 15:8). 

2 Chronicles 11:10, "And Zorah, and Aijalon, and Hebron, which are in Judah and in Benjamin fenced cities."

Judges 15:8, "And he smote them hip and thigh with a great slaughter: and he went down and dwelt in the top of the rock Etam."

1 Chronicles 4:3 — "the name of their sister was Hazelelponi" - Comments- John Gill believes Hazelelponi was perhaps a lady of great importance in those days, although now unknown. He cites evidence by saying the Jewish chronologer Juchasin tells us the mother of Samson was Hazalelponith, of the tribe of Judah. 22]

22] John Gill, 1 Chronicles , in John Gill's Expositor, in e-Sword, v 777 [CD-ROM] (Franklin, Tennessee: e-Sword, 2000-2005), comments on 1Chronicles .

1 Chronicles 4:6 And Naarah bare him Ahuzam, and Hepher, and Temeni, and Haahashtari. These were the sons of Naarah. 
1 Chronicles 4:6 — Comments- There is no other account in Scriptures of these names.

1 Chronicles 4:7 And the sons of Helah were, Zereth, and Jezoar, and Ethnan. 
1 Chronicles 4:7 — Comments- There is no other account in Scriptures of these names.

1 Chronicles 4:9 And Jabez was more honourable than his brethren: and his mother called his name Jabez, saying, Because I bare him with sorrow.
1 Chronicles 4:9 — "Jabez" - Comments- PTW says the Hebrew name "Jabez" means, "sorrow."

1 Chronicles 4:9 — "And Jabez was more honourable than his brethren" - Comments- John Gill cites the Targum saying, "and wiser in the law than his brethren;" 23] Therefore, JFB says the Jewish writers say that he was a well-known doctor in the law, whose reputation drew so many scribes around him that a town was called by his name ( 1 Chronicles 2:55). It was to the city of Jabez the scribes sought, perhaps to learn under the skills of Jabez. 24]

23] John Gill, 1 Chronicles , in John Gill's Expositor, in e-Sword, v 777 [CD-ROM] (Franklin, Tennessee: e-Sword, 2000-2005), comments on 1Chronicles .

24] Robert Jamieson, A. R. Fausset, and David Brown, 1 Corinthians , in Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers Inc, 1997), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), notes on 1Chronicles .

1 Chronicles 2:55, "And the families of the scribes which dwelt at Jabez; the Tirathites, the Shimeathites, and Suchathites. These are the Kenites that came of Hemath, the father of the house of Rechab."

1 Chronicles 4:10 And Jabez called on the God of Israel, saying, Oh that thou wouldest bless me indeed, and enlarge my coast, and that thine hand might be with me, and that thou wouldest keep me from evil, that it may not grieve me! And God granted him that which he requested.
1 Chronicles 4:10 — "Oh that thou wouldest bless me indeed" - Comments- As a child of Abraham, this was according to God's will ( Genesis 12:2). Jacob wrestled with an angel all night for a blessing ( Genesis 32:26).

Genesis 12:2, "And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing:"

Genesis 32:26, "And he said, Let me go, for the day breaketh. And he said, I will not let thee go, except thou bless me."

1 Chronicles 4:10 — "and enlarge my coast" - Comments- A greater inheritance of land.

1 Chronicles 4:10 — "and that thine hand might be with me" - Comments- For God"s presence and strength and protection.

1 Chronicles 4:10 — "and that thou wouldest keep me from evil" - Comments- From the terrible curse and destruction of Satan.

1 Chronicles 4:10 — "that it may not grieve me" - Comments- We see here an illusion to the meaning of Jabez' name, which means "sorrow." (PTW) Jabez prays that he may be delivered from the punishment of his name and from his sins that warrant that punishment.

Oh, that terrible grief that comes from sinning. For example, Peter wept after denying Jesus Christ three times ( Matthew 26:75, John 21:17, 2 Corinthians 2:7). Also, there is grief that comes from God's rebuke and chastisement ( Revelation 3:19).

Matthew 26:75, "And Peter remembered the word of Jesus, which said unto him, Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. And he went out, and wept bitterly."

John 21:17, "He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? Peter was grieved because he said unto him the third time, Lovest thou me? And he said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep."

2 Corinthians 2:7, "So that contrariwise ye ought rather to forgive him, and comfort him, lest perhaps such a one should be swallowed up with overmuch sorrow."

Revelation 3:19, "As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent."

05 Chapter 5 

06 Chapter 6 

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 1-40 

1 Chronicles 7:23 And when he went in to his wife, she conceived, and bare a Song of Solomon , and he called his name Beriah, because it went evil with his house.
1 Chronicles 7:23 — Word Study on "Beriah" - PTW says the Hebrew name "Berish" means, "unfortunate."

08 Chapter 8 

09 Chapter 9 

Verses 1-44 

1 Chronicles 9:1 So all Israel were reckoned by genealogies; and, behold, they were written in the book of the kings of Israel and Judah, who were carried away to Babylon for their transgression.
1 Chronicles 9:1 — "and, behold, they were written in the book of the kings of Israel and Judah" - Comments- Scholars generally agree that the reference to "the book of the kings of Israel and Judah" in 1 Chronicles 9:1 is not to the canonical book of 1,2Kings, since these genealogies of Israel are not found there. 25] These ancient genealogies were recorded in "civil records" kept by the Jews since the beginning of their history.

25] Roddy L. Braun, 1 Chronicles , in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD- Romans , vol 14, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), 138.

1 Chronicles 9:2 Now the first inhabitants that dwelt in their possessions in their cities were, the Israelites, the priests, Levites, and the Nethinims.
1 Chronicles 9:2 — "the Nethinims" - Comments- The Scriptures teach us that these were those who ministered to the Levites ( Ezekiel 8:20). Gesenius says that the Hebrew word "Nethinims" means "given, or bestower."

Ezra 8:20, "Also of the Nethinims, whom David and the princes had appointed for the service of the Levites, two hundred and twenty Nethinims: all of them were expressed by name."

10 Chapter 10 

Verses 1-14 

1 Chronicles 10:10 And they put his armour in the house of their gods, and fastened his head in the temple of Dagon.
1 Chronicles 10:10 — Comments- David also placed the sword of Goliath in the Tabernacle ( 1 Samuel 21:8-9).

1 Samuel 21:8-9, "And David said unto Ahimelech, And is there not here under thine hand spear or sword? for I have neither brought my sword nor my weapons with me, because the king"s business required haste. And the priest said, The sword of Goliath the Philistine, whom thou slewest in the valley of Elah, behold, it is here wrapped in a cloth behind the ephod: if thou wilt take that, take it: for there is no other save that here. And David said, There is none like that; give it me."

11 Chapter 11 

Verses 1-47 

1 Chronicles 11:10-47 — David's Mighty Men- 1 Chronicles 11:10-47 records David's mighty men. This passage also notes his three chief men among those that were mighty. Jesus also had three of the twelve disciples that He considered close friends, and thus, mighty men.

1 Chronicles 11:11 And this is the number of the mighty men whom David had; Jashobeam, an Hachmonite, the chief of the captains: he lifted up his spear against three hundred slain by him at one time.
1 Chronicles 11:11 — "an Hachmonite" - Comments- 2 Samuel 23:8 reads "The Tachmonite," while 1 Chronicles 11:8 reads, "an Hachmonite."

2 Samuel 23:8, "These be the names of the mighty men whom David had: The Tachmonite that sat in the seat, chief among the captains; the same was Adino the Eznite: he lift up his spear against eight hundred, whom he slew at one time."

This slight variation is easily justified when looking at the Hebrew text. The first spelling has the definite article "the" attached to it, creating the pronunciation "Tachmonite," while the second spelling leaves off the article, giving the pronunciation "Hachmonite."

Hebrew ( תחכמני) - the Tachmonite

Hebrew ( בן־חכמוני) - an Hachmonite

1 Chronicles 11:11 — — "three hundred" - Comments- 2 Samuel 23:8 reads "eight hundred."

2 Samuel 23:8, "These be the names of the mighty men whom David had: The Tachmonite that sat in the seat, chief among the captains; the same was Adino the Eznite: he lift up his spear against eight hundred, whom he slew at one time."

Note the variant readings in the Hebrew text:

Hebrew ( עַל־שְׁמֹנֶ֥ה מֵא֛וֹת) - "against eight hundred"

Hebrew ( עַל־שְׁלֹשׁ־מֵא֥וֹת) - "against three hundred"

Scholars offer a variety of explanations to reconcile these different texts in the parallel passages of Samuel and Chronicles:

1. A Copyist Error- A look at the Hebrew text shows that both numbers begin with the letter ( ש), suggesting a copyist error, as many scholars believe is the cause of this discrepancy. 

2. Adino the Eznite Fought Against 800, but Slew 300 - John Gill suggests that he fought against eight hundred, but slew only three hundred. He refers to the LXX reading to justify this interpretation. Brenton reads, "he drew his sword against eight hundred soldiers at once," 26]

26] John Gill, 2 Samuel , in John Gill's Expositor, in e-Sword, v 777 [CD-ROM] (Franklin, Tennessee: e-Sword, 2000-2005), comments on 2Samuel .

3. A Reference to Two Different Battles- Another explanation says that there were two different battles fought by this same individual, once against eight hundred, and the other against three hundred.

12 Chapter 12 

Verses 1-40 

1 Chronicles 12:32 And of the children of Issachar, which were men that had understanding of the times, to know what Israel ought to do; the heads of them were two hundred; and all their brethren were at their commandment.
1 Chronicles 12:32 — "And of the children of Issachar, which were men that had understanding of the times, to know what Israel ought to do" - Comments- The children of Issachar had understanding of the times in which they lived. They understood that God was changing the royal family from that of Saul to David. They understood the need to align themselves with their new king, knowing that the possibility of the family of Saul might try to take back the throne and persecute those who supported David. 

1 Chronicles 12:40 Moreover they that were nigh them, even unto Issachar and Zebulun and Naphtali, brought bread on asses, and on camels, and on mules, and on oxen, and meat, meal, cakes of figs, and bunches of raisins, and wine, and oil, and oxen, and sheep abundantly: for there was joy in Israel.
1 Chronicles 12:40 — "for there was joy in Israel" - Comments- When all of God's children come in one mind to allow Jesus Christ to be Lord and King in their lives, there will be much joy in the house of God.

13 Chapter 13 

Verses 1-14 

1 Chronicles 13:14 And the ark of God remained with the family of Obededom in his house three months. And the LORD blessed the house of Obededom, and all that he had.
1 Chronicles 13:14 — "And the LORD blessed the house of Obededom" - Comments- How did God bless Obededom? One way was in giving him eight sons ( 1 Chronicles 26:4-5). Another way was in allowing him to become one of the doorkeepers for the ark ( 1 Chronicles 15:24).

1 Chronicles 15:24, "And Shebaniah, and Jehoshaphat, and Nethaneel, and Amasai, and Zechariah , and Benaiah, and Eliezer, the priests, did blow with the trumpets before the ark of God: and Obededom and Jehiah were doorkeepers for the ark."

1 Chronicles 26:4-5, "Moreover the sons of Obededom were, Shemaiah the firstborn, Jehozabad the second, Joah the third, and Sacar the fourth, and Nethaneel the fifth, Ammiel the sixth, Issachar the seventh, Peulthai the eighth: for God blessed him."

14 Chapter 14 

Verses 1-17 

1 Chronicles 14:11 So they came up to Baalperazim; and David smote them there. Then David said, God hath broken in upon mine enemies by mine hand like the breaking forth of waters: therefore they called the name of that place Baalperazim.
1 Chronicles 14:11 — Word Study on "Baalperazim" - PTW says the Hebrew name "Baalperazim" means, "lord of breaches."

15 Chapter 15 

Verses 1-29 

1 Chronicles 15:17 So the Levites appointed Heman the son of Joel; and of his brethren, Asaph the son of Berechiah; and of the sons of Merari their brethren, Ethan the son of Kushaiah;
1 Chronicles 15:17 — Comments- King David was the only king of Judah and Israel to ever wear a priestly ephod. Why was this so? David was a type and figure of Christ who will hold the office of both priest and king in glory as David does here.

16 Chapter 16 

Verses 1-43 

1 Chronicles 16:3 And he dealt to every one of Israel, both man and woman, to every one a loaf of bread, and a good piece of flesh, and a flagon of wine.
1 Chronicles 16:3 — Word Study on "a flagon of wine" - Strong says the Hebrew word "flagon of wine "ash-ee-shaw'" ( אֲשִׁישָׁה) (H 809) means, "a cake of raisins or other comfits, flagon." Webster defines a flagon as "a vessel with a narrow mouth, used for holding and conveying liquors. It is generally larger than a bottle, and of leather or stoneware rather than of glass." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 4times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "flagon 4." Modern versions translate this word as "raisin-cakes." Note the other uses in the Old Testament, which supports the translation of "raisin-cakes" within its context.

2 Samuel 6:19, "And he dealt among all the people, even among the whole multitude of Israel, as well to the women as men, to every one a cake of bread, and a good piece of flesh, and a flagon of wine. So all the people departed every one to his house."

1 Chronicles 16:3, "And he dealt to every one of Israel, both man and woman, to every one a loaf of bread, and a good piece of flesh, and a flagon of wine."

Song of Solomon 2:5, "Stay me with flagons, comfort me with apples: for I am sick of love."

Hosea 3:1, "Then said the LORD unto me, Go yet, love a woman beloved of her friend, yet an adulteress, according to the love of the LORD toward the children of Israel, who look to other gods, and love flagons of wine."

1 Chronicles 16:11 Seek the LORD and his strength, seek his face continually.
1 Chronicles 16:11 — — Scripture Reference- Note a similar verse:

Psalm 22:26, "The meek shall eat and be satisfied: they shall praise the LORD that seek him: your heart shall live for ever."

1 Chronicles 16:8-22 — Comments- Parallel Passage- 1 Chronicles 16:8-22 has a parallel translation in Psalm 105:1-15.

1 Chronicles 16:23-33 — Comments- Parallel Passage- 1 Chronicles 16:23-33 is recorded as Psalm 96:1-13.

1 Chronicles 16:40 To offer burnt offerings unto the LORD upon the altar of the burnt offering continually morning and evening, and to do according to all that is written in the law of the LORD, which he commanded Israel;
1 Chronicles 16:40 — "to do according to all that is written in the law of the Lord" - Comments- We see David"s heart in 1 Chronicles 16:37-40. His greatest love was to do everything in God"s Law, to the smallest commandment. David delighted in learning God"s Word and performing it. 

Psalm 119:47, "And I will delight myself in thy commandments, which I have loved."

Psalm 119:97, "O how love I thy law! it is my meditation all the day."

Psalm 119:112, "I have inclined mine heart to perform thy statutes alway, even unto the end."

Psalm 119:128, "Therefore I esteem all thy precepts concerning all things to be right; and I hate every false way."

17 Chapter 17 

Verses 1-27 

1 Chronicles 17:17 And yet this was a small thing in thine eyes, O God; for thou hast also spoken of thy servant"s house for a great while to come, and hast regarded me according to the estate of a man of high degree, O LORD God.
1 Chronicles 17:17 — "for hast (also) spoken of thy servant's house for a great while to come …" - Comments- David was concerned about an earthly house for God, and God was concerned about David's house, or his lineage of kings.

18 Chapter 18 

Verses 1-17 

1 Chronicles 18:13 — Comments- We read in the parallel passage of 2 Samuel 8:13 that David smote the Syrians Hebrew ( אֲרַמ) (H 758) in this great battle, and not the Edomites ( אֱדֹם) (H 123).

2 Samuel 8:13, "And David gat him a name when he returned from smiting of the Syrians in the valley of salt, being eighteen thousand men."

The context of this passage implies the Edomites were defeated, since the following verses immediately refer to them. In addition, Psalm 60 very likely refers to this battle, telling us that David fought with Edom, and not Syria.

Psalm 60:1, To the chief Musician upon Shushaneduth, Michtam of David, to teach; when he strove with Aramnaharaim and with Aramzobah, when Joab returned, and smote of Edom in the valley of salt twelve thousand. "O God, thou hast cast us off, thou hast scattered us, thou hast been displeased; O turn thyself to us again."

This is considered an orthographical error, where a scribe accidentally wrote the Hebrew word for Aram (Syria) ( ארם) instead of Edom ( אדם). These words are similar except for the letters daleth ( ד) and resh ( ר) being interchanged in the middle. The error obviously occurred because the two letters are very similar.

Because of the tremendous reverence that the Jews gave the Hebrew Scriptures, they feared to correct the text even when it was an obvious scribal error. Therefore, any corrections of recognized errors were made in the margin or footnote of the text, while the misspelled words were retained within in the text. 

In this particular passage, the LXX and Syriac versions, as well as some ancient Hebrew manuscripts read "Edom." Some modern versions also make the correction. 

NIV, "Abishai son of Zeruiah struck down eighteen thousand Edomites in the Valley of Salt."

19 Chapter 19 

20 Chapter 20 

21 Chapter 21 

Verse 1 

David Numbers the People - The Lord had given the nation of Israel the procedures for numbering the population in the book of Exodus ( Exodus 30:11-16). Each man was to offer half a shekel unto the Lord in order to make an atonement for his soul so that a plague does not break out among them. In this way, the Lord would recognize each person counted. Since David does not perform this census properly, he caused a plague to break forth among the people. 

Exodus 30:11-16, "And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, When thou takest the sum of the children of Israel after their number, then shall they give every man a ransom for his soul unto the LORD, when thou numberest them; that there be no plague among them, when thou numberest them. This they shall give, every one that passeth among them that are numbered, half a shekel after the shekel of the sanctuary: (a shekel is twenty gerahs:) an half shekel shall be the offering of the LORD. Every one that passeth among them that are numbered, from twenty years old and above, shall give an offering unto the LORD. The rich shall not give more, and the poor shall not give less than half a shekel, when they give an offering unto the LORD, to make an atonement for your souls. And thou shalt take the atonement money of the children of Israel, and shalt appoint it for the service of the tabernacle of the congregation; that it may be a memorial unto the children of Israel before the LORD, to make an atonement for your souls."



Verses 1-30 

1 Chronicles 21:1 And Satan stood up against Israel, and provoked David to number Israel.
1 Chronicles 21:1 — Word Study on "Satan" - The Hebrew word "Satan" ( שָׂטָן) (H 7854), which literally means "adversary," (Gesenius) is used as a proper name in only three stories in the entire Old Testament ( 1 Chronicles 21:1, Job 1:6-7; Job 1:9; Job 1:12; Job 2:1-4; Job 2:6-7, Zechariah 3:1).

1 Chronicles 21:1 — Comments- The parallel verse to 1 Chronicles 21:1 is found in 2 Samuel 24:1, which reads differently, "And again the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel, and he moved David against them to say, Go, number Israel and Judah." In the book of Chronicles it was Satan ( שָׂטָן), and not the Lord, who caused David to number the people. In an effort to reconcile these different statements, Sailhamer notes that each time God was angry with Israel, He gave over to their enemies. He goes on to explain that when King Solomon was obeying the Lord, God gave him rest from all of his adversaries, "…so that there is neither adversary nor evil occurrent." ( 1 Kings 5:4). Later, when Solomon sinned, "the LORD stirred up an adversary unto Song of Solomon , Hadad the Edomite," ( 1 Kings 11:14) and "God stirred him up another adversary, Rezon the son of Eliadah," ( 1 Kings 11:23), and "he was an adversary to Israel all the days of Solomon." ( 1 Kings 11:25) In these four verses, the same Hebrew word, "satan" ( שָׂטָן), is used, as in 1 Chronicles 21:1. Sailhamer notes that the word ( שָׂטָן) is also used in a similar context in 1 Samuel 29:4. Thus, based upon this recurring motive in the historical books, he reconciles these two different statements by interpreting 1 Chronicles 21:1 to mean that David's enemies rose up with threats to invade Israel because of his disobedience to God. 27]

27] John H. Sailhamer, Introduction to Old Testament Theology (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan Publishing House, c 1995), 305.

1 Kings 5:4, "But now the LORD my God hath given me rest on every side, so that there is neither adversary nor evil occurrent."

1 Chronicles 21:1 — Comments- Note Satan's timing. Israel was victorious against evil countries everywhere, which were under Satan's control ( 1 John 5:19). When God begins working mightily, Satan gets stirred up, like we seen in the book of the Acts when persecutions come against the New Testament church.

1 John 5:19, "And we know that we are of God, and the whole world lieth in wickedness."

1 Chronicles 21:12 Either three years" famine; or three months to be destroyed before thy foes, while that the sword of thine enemies overtaketh thee; or else three days the sword of the LORD, even the pestilence, in the land, and the angel of the LORD destroying throughout all the coasts of Israel. Now therefore advise thyself what word I shall bring again to him that sent me.
1 Chronicles 21:12 — "three years" - Comments- The parallel passage in 2 Samuel 24:13 says, "seven years." 

2 Samuel 24:13, "So Gad came to David, and told him, and said unto him, Shall seven years of famine come unto thee in thy land? or wilt thou flee three months before thine enemies, while they pursue thee? or that there be three days" pestilence in thy land? now advise, and see what answer I shall return to him that sent me."

A look at the Hebrew words:

2 Samuel 24:13 - Hebrew ( שֶׁבַע) (H 7651) "seven"

1 Chronicles 21:12 - Hebrew ( שְׁלשָׁה) (H 7969) "three"

1 Chronicles 21:24 And king David said to Ornan, Nay; but I will verily buy it for the full price: for I will not take that which is thine for the LORD, nor offer burnt offerings without cost.
1 Chronicles 21:24 — Comments- Abraham was also willing to pay the full price for a piece of land ( Genesis 23:1-20).

1 Chronicles 21:25 So David gave to Ornan for the place six hundred shekels of gold by weight.
1 Chronicles 21:25 — Comments- The parallel passage in 2 Samuel 24:24 says that David paid fifty shekels of silver for the threshing floor of Araunah and the oxen.

2 Samuel 24:24, "And the king said unto Araunah, Nay; but I will surely buy it of thee at a price: neither will I offer burnt offerings unto the LORD my God of that which doth cost me nothing. So David bought the threshingfloor and the oxen for fifty shekels of silver."

1 Chronicles 21:26 And David built there an altar unto the LORD, and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings, and called upon the LORD and he answered him from heaven by fire upon the altar of burnt offering.
1 Chronicles 21:26 — Comments- This fire also came down and consumed the sacrifice of Moses at the dedication of the Tabernacle in the wilderness. 

Leviticus 9:24, "And there came a fire out from before the LORD, and consumed upon the altar the burnt offering and the fat: which when all the people saw, they shouted, and fell on their faces."

The angel accepted the sacrifice of Manoah, the father of Samson by consuming it with fire. 

Judges 13:19, "So Manoah took a kid with a meat offering, and offered it upon a rock unto the LORD: and the angel did wondrously; and Manoah and his wife looked on. For it came to pass, when the flame went up toward heaven from off the altar, that the angel of the LORD ascended in the flame of the altar. And Manoah and his wife looked on it, and fell on their faces to the ground."

A fire from heaven consumed the sacrifice of King David at the threshing floor of Ornan.

1 Chronicles 21:26, "And David built there an altar unto the LORD, and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings, and called upon the LORD and he answered him from heaven by fire upon the altar of burnt offering."

A fire also came from heaven and consumed the sacrifice of King Solomon at the dedication of the temple.

2 Chronicles 7:1, "Now when Solomon had made an end of praying, the fire came down from heaven, and consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices; and the glory of the LORD filled the house."

Fire also consumed the sacrifice of Elijah on Mount Carmel.

1 Kings 18:38, "Then the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench."

In addition, during the time of Moses, God consumed the children of Israel with fire as a form of judgment ( Numbers 11:1-2; Numbers 16:35). 

1 Chronicles 21:27 And the LORD commanded the angel; and he put up his sword again into the sheath thereof.
1 Chronicles 21:27 — Comments- Note that God did not stay the plague nor halt his angel until blood was shed.

22 Chapter 22 

Verses 1-19 

1 Chronicles 22:1 Then David said, This is the house of the LORD God, and this is the altar of the burnt offering for Israel.
1 Chronicles 22:1 — Comments- This place becomes the site of Solomon's temple.

1 Chronicles 22:5 And David said, Solomon my son is young and tender, and the house that is to be builded for the LORD must be exceeding magnifical, of fame and of glory throughout all countries: I will therefore now make preparation for it. So David prepared abundantly before his death. 
1 Chronicles 22:5 — "Solomon my son is young and tender" - Word Study on "tender" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "tender" "rak" ( רַךְ) (H 7390) means, "tender, infirm, delicate, soft, fearful." The Enhanced Strong says it used 16 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "tender 9, soft 3, fainthearted + 038241, one 1, weak 1, tenderhearted + 038241". Strong says it comes from the primitive root "rakak" ( רָכַךְ) (H 7401), which means, "to soften, to be faint, to be tender."

Comments- Young people are characterized as impressionable, pliable, easily convinced to follow a cause. They are looking for a purpose in life.

1 Chronicles 22:9 Behold, a son shall be born to thee, who shall be a man of rest; and I will give him rest from all his enemies round about: for his name shall be Song of Solomon , and I will give peace and quietness unto Israel in his days.
1 Chronicles 22:9 — "for his name shall be Solomon" - Comments- The Lord told David what to name his son Solomon (H 8010). This name means "peaceable" (Gesenius). See also: 

God to Joseph:

Matthew 1:23, "Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a Song of Solomon , and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted Isaiah , God with us."

God to Mary:

Luke 1:13, "But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard; and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a Song of Solomon , and thou shalt call his name John."

God to Zacharias:

Luke 1:31, "And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a Song of Solomon , and shalt call his name JESUS."

1 Chronicles 22:9 — Comments- We see here that God had previously spoken to King David about a son being born to him and his name would be called "Solomon."

The birth and naming of Solomon took place in 2 Samuel 12:24-25.

2 Samuel 12:24-25, "And David comforted Bathsheba his wife, and went in unto her, and lay with her: and she bare a Song of Solomon , and he called his name Solomon: and the LORD loved him. And he sent by the hand of Nathan the prophet; and he called his name Jedidiah, because of the LORD."

God revealed to King David that Solomon was to succeed him on the throne.

1 Chronicles 28:5-6, "And of all my sons, (for the LORD hath given me many sons,) he hath chosen Solomon my son to sit upon the throne of the kingdom of the LORD over Israel. And he said unto me, Solomon thy Song of Solomon , he shall build my house and my courts: for I have chosen him to be my Song of Solomon , and I will be his father."

1 Chronicles 22:10 He shall build an house for my name; and he shall be my Song of Solomon , and I will be his father; and I will establish the throne of his kingdom over Israel for ever.
1 Chronicles 22:10 — Comments- God is given the name "Father" in the Old Testament as well as in the New Testament. Also, both Solomon and Jesus are called the "son of David."



Verses 1-30 

Preparations for the Building of the Temple- Comments- In 1Chronicles 22-29, we see King David making preparations to build the Temple. He spent a great amount of effort in gathering materials and organizing the people to serve in the Temple service. He gathered the materials and workmen (chapter 22). He divided the Levites for temple service (chapter 23). He divided the priests (chapter 24). He organized musicians (chapter 25), gatekeepers and treasurers (chapter 26). He organized the military and tribal leaders (chapter 27). He then gave Solomon instructions on building the Temple (chapter 28). Finally, he takes an offering from the people, prays and blesses God, and anoints Solomon as king (chapter 29). 

23 Chapter 23 

Verses 1-32 

1 Chronicles 23:3 Now the Levites were numbered from the age of thirty years and upward: and their number by their polls, man by Prayer of Manasseh , was thirty and eight thousand.
1 Chronicles 23:3 — Comments- What was significant about the age of thirty? Most likely because it was at this age that a priest was qualified to enter into his office, even though he was set apart for the priestly or Levitical office by the fact that he was born a descendent of Aaron or a Levite. Note the Mosaic Law in Numbers 4:46-47.

Numbers 4:46-47, "All those that were numbered of the Levites, whom Moses and Aaron and the chief of Israel numbered, after their families, and after the house of their fathers, From thirty years old and upward even unto fifty years old, every one that came to do the service of the ministry, and the service of the burden in the tabernacle of the congregation,"

24 Chapter 24 

25 Chapter 25 

Verses 1-31 

1 Chronicles 25:1-31 — The Divisions of Musicians for Temple Worship - 1 Chronicles 25:1-31 reveals that David placed a tremendous amount of organization and energy in praise and worship. We see this emphasis placed on worship in the ministry of Benny Hinn. I hosted him in May 2007 and was told by his crusade director that his production costs were US$ 650 ,000. His services are filled with the presence of the Lord to heal and deliver. The worship in David's time must have been filled with the presence of the Lord. King Solomon followed this pattern of worship in the Temple. 

26 Chapter 26 

27 Chapter 27 

28 Chapter 28 

Verses 1-21 

1 Chronicles 28:5 And of all my sons, (for the LORD hath given me many sons,) he hath chosen Solomon my son to sit upon the throne of the kingdom of the LORD over Israel. 
1 Chronicles 28:5 — Comments- In 1 Chronicles 28:5 we see that God revealed to King David that Solomon was to succeed him on the throne. We see from other Scriptures that God had previously spoken to King David about a son being born to him and his name would be called "Solomon." ( 1 Chronicles 22:8-9) The birth and naming of Solomon took place in 2 Samuel 12:24-25.

1 Chronicles 22:8-9, "But the word of the LORD came to me, saying, Thou hast shed blood abundantly, and hast made great wars: thou shalt not build an house unto my name, because thou hast shed much blood upon the earth in my sight. Behold, a son shall be born to thee, who shall be a man of rest; and I will give him rest from all his enemies round about: for his name shall be Song of Solomon , and I will give peace and quietness unto Israel in his days."

2 Samuel 12:24-25, "And David comforted Bathsheba his wife, and went in unto her, and lay with her: and she bare a Song of Solomon , and he called his name Solomon: and the LORD loved him. And he sent by the hand of Nathan the prophet; and he called his name Jedidiah, because of the LORD."

1 Chronicles 28:9 And thou, Solomon my Song of Solomon , know thou the God of thy father, and serve him with a perfect heart and with a willing mind: for the LORD searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts: if thou seek him, he will be found of thee; but if thou forsake him, he will cast thee off for ever.
1 Chronicles 28:9 — "And thou, Solomon my Song of Solomon , know thou the God of thy father" - Word Study on "know" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "know" ( יָדַע) (H 3045) means, "to see," hence, "to perceive, to acquire knowledge, to know, to be acquainted. Thus it carries the meaning in 1 Chronicles 28:9, "to become acquainted with God, to come to understand God, to get know God". This same Hebrew word is used to say that Adam knew Eve.

1 Corinthians 1:9, "God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord."

Philippians 3:10, "That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death;"

1 John 1:3, "That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ."

1 Chronicles 28:12 And the pattern of all that he had by the spirit, of the courts of the house of the LORD, and of all the chambers round about, of the treasuries of the house of God, and of the treasuries of the dedicated things:
1 Chronicles 28:12 — "the pattern of all that he had by the spirit" - Comments- This vision probably took place when David visited the threshingfloor of Ornan the Jebusite ( 2 Chronicles 3:1).

2 Chronicles 3:1, "Then Solomon began to build the house of the LORD at Jerusalem in mount Moriah, where the LORD appeared unto David his father, in the place that David had prepared in the threshingfloor of Ornan the Jebusite."

The Lord also showed Moses the pattern of the Tabernacle when Moses was on Mount Sinai:

Exodus 25:40, "And look that thou make them after their pattern, which was shewed thee in the mount."

Acts 7:44, "Our fathers had the tabernacle of witness in the wilderness, as he had appointed, speaking unto Moses, that he should make it according to the fashion that he had seen."

Hebrews 8:5, "Who serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly things, as Moses was admonished of God when he was about to make the tabernacle: for, See, saith Hebrews , that thou make all things according to the pattern shewed to thee in the mount." 

1 Chronicles 28:18 And for the altar of incense refined gold by weight; and gold for the pattern of the chariot of the cherubims, that spread out their wings, and covered the ark of the covenant of the LORD.
1 Chronicles 28:18 — "the pattern of the chariot of the cherubims, that spread out their wings, and covered the ark of the covenant of the LORD" - Comments- Solomon was simply building the furniture after the pattern that David had seen in a heavenly vision. We find a description of these cherubim and God's throne in Psalm 18.

Psalm 18:6-12, "In my distress I called upon the LORD, and cried unto my God: he heard my voice out of his temple, and my cry came before him, even into his ears. Then the earth shook and trembled; the foundations also of the hills moved and were shaken, because he was wroth. There went up a smoke out of his nostrils, and fire out of his mouth devoured: coals were kindled by it. He bowed the heavens also, and came down: and darkness was under his feet. And he rode upon a cherub, and did fly: yea, he did fly upon the wings of the wind. He made darkness his secret place; his pavilion round about him were dark waters and thick clouds of the skies. At the brightness that was before him his thick clouds passed, hail stones and coals of fire."

1 Chronicles 28:19 All this, said David, the LORD made me understand in writing by his hand upon me, even all the works of this pattern.
1 Chronicles 28:19 — "by his hand upon me" - Comments- This is a figurative phrase for the Spirit of God coming upon David.

1 Chronicles 28:12, "And the pattern of all that he had by the spirit, of the courts of the house of the LORD, and of all the chambers round about, of the treasuries of the house of God, and of the treasuries of the dedicated things:"

29 Chapter 29 

Verses 1-30 

1 Chronicles 29:1 Furthermore David the king said unto all the congregation, Solomon my Song of Solomon , whom alone God hath chosen, is yet young and tender, and the work is great: for the palace is not for Prayer of Manasseh , but for the LORD God.
1 Chronicles 29:1 — "Solomon my son is young and tender" - Word Study on "tender" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "tender" "rak" ( רַךְ) (H 7390) means, "tender, infirm, delicate, soft, fearful." The Enhanced Strong says it used 16 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "tender 9, soft 3, fainthearted + 038241, one 1, weak 1, tenderhearted + 038241". Strong says it comes from the primitive root "rakak" ( רָכַךְ) (H 7401), which means, "to soften, to be faint, to be tender."

Comments- Young people are characterized as impressionable, pliable, easily convinced to follow a cause. They are looking for a purpose in life.

1 Chronicles 29:4 Even three thousand talents of gold, of the gold of Ophir, and seven thousand talents of refined silver, to overlay the walls of the houses withal:
1 Chronicles 29:4 — "of the gold of Ophir" - Comments- The gold of Ophir was proverbial for its purity ( Psalm 45:9). ISBE says the location of Ophir can only be conjectured, although for good reasons scholars have suggested India, Africa and Arabia. 28]

28] A. S. Fulton, "Ophir," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

Psalm 45:9, "Kings; daughters were among thy honourable women: upon thy right hand did stand the queen in gold of Ophir."

1 Chronicles 29:22 And did eat and drink before the LORD on that day with great gladness. And they made Solomon the son of David king the second time, and anointed him unto the LORD to be the chief governor, and Zadok to be priest.
1 Chronicles 29:22 — "And they made Solomon the son of David king the second time" - Comments- Most like, this means that Solomon was initially anointed in hast to halt his brother, Adonijah"s, efforts to take the throne. This took place in 1 Kings 1:28-53. King David would have later organized the much bigger ceremony described in 1Chronicles.

1 Chronicles 29:28 And he died in a good old age, full of days, riches, and honour: and Solomon his son reigned in his stead.
1 Chronicles 29:28 — Comments- 1 Chronicles 29:28 is a good illustration of Proverbs 3:5-10.

1 Chronicles 29:29 Now the acts of David the king, first and last, behold, they are written in the book of Samuel the seer, and in the book of Nathan the prophet, and in the book of Gad the seer,
1 Chronicles 29:29 — Comments- 1 Chronicles 29:29 is good evidence that prophet played a large role in being many of the authors of the Old Testament.

1 Chronicles 29:30 With all his reign and his might, and the times that went over him, and over Israel, and over all the kingdoms of the countries.
